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progressive (noun) : one who is in active sympathy with the
change of his society from its actual form to its next
due form in the process of ameliorative evolution.
(adjective) : in harmony with or tending to pro-
mote such a change.
reactionary (noun) : one who has recognized that his society
is changing or is likely to change from its actual form
to its next stage, and who reacts against that change.
In order to avoid social progress, the reactionary not only
opposes it, but actively seeks to reconstruct a previous
social form. The conservative works to perpetuate the
present order; the reactionary recognizes that the
present order is about to be (or ought to be) super-
seded, and works so that instead of moving forward to
a new form society shall move back to an earlier one.
The conservative aims at preserving the past, the
reactionary at reconstructing it.
Since it is in fact impossible to go backwards in
history, the reactionary in fact may be an innovator.
But the society, actually new, which he constructs
does not mark progress beyond the previous form, in
an evaluative sense, but retrogression.
(adjective) : in harmony with or tending to pro-
mote such a change.
The traditional antithesis between ' liberal' and * con-
servative * is an historical accident. When liberalism was
arising, the liberals were progressive. When liberalism is
declining, the liberals are conservative. When it has dis-
appeared, liberals trying to reconstruct it are reactionary.
An evaluative judgement is involved in the definitions
given for * progressive ' and ' reactionary', when these terms
are applied to the present time and an historical judgement is
not yet possible. Clearly these definitions have been put
forward by someone who believes that there is in history a
basic process of ameliorative evolution; and that it is
possible for man to say broadly whether a major develop-